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Diluents for Dry Powder Injection
Dear Practice Manager/Prescriber,

Our pharmacy has received a prescription for (product name) for (add patient name/NHS number). A diluent is required to reconstitute this product into a form suitable for administration to the patient.   
Under the Medicines Act 1968, all medicines for parenteral administration are currently classified as Prescription Only Medicines; this includes diluents. Whilst there is an exception in the law that enables pharmacies to supply 2ml vials of sterile water for injection without a prescription in some circumstances, this exception only applies in the lawful provision of drug treatment services and not in the treatment of organic disease. 

Pharmacies are not reimbursed by the NHS for supplying diluents unless they are prescribed. 
I would be grateful if you could arrange for a prescription for (add patient name/NHS number) for (add diluent suggestion) or an appropriate alternative.  
Please don’t hesitate to contact me if it helps to discuss this,  

Yours sincerely,

Name and signature of pharmacist

[Note 1:  If  a diluent has not been prescribed and is required in an emergency, one option would be to contact the prescriber and request an emergency supply of the item at the request of the prescriber with the prescriber giving an undertaking to furnish the pharmacy with a prescription within 72 hours. A range of prescribers can now request emergency supplies of prescription only medicines including doctors, dentists, supplementary prescribers and nurse independent prescribers.]  

[Note 2: If a dry powder injection is prescribed with a diluent on the same prescription form, only one prescription charge should be levied, however if the diluent is supplied on a separate prescription form, two prescription charges should be levied. Where the patient is not exempt from the prescription charge, it may be preferable to request that the original prescription is cancelled and then reissued together with the diluent on the same form so that the patient is only required to pay one prescription charge.] 

