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Re: Prescribing of Beclometasone Inhalers 
Dear Practice Manager,
Under the terms of the Montreal Protocol, production and supply of chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) is being phased out worldwide. The majority of manufacturers have now discontinued the supply of CFC containing beclometasone inhalers. The 200mcg strength has already been discontinued. Neolab, the remaining manufacturer of the 50mcg, 100mcg and 250mcg strengths are estimating that their stock will be exhausted during summer 2010. 
All patients currently receiving prescriptions for ‘beclometasone inhalers (50mcg, 100mcg, 200mcg, 250mcg)’ will need to be transferred across to an alternative product. 

There are currently two Beclometasone CFC-free inhalers available on the UK market, Clenil Modulite (Chiesi Limited) and Qvar (TEVA).  

As these two brands are not equipotent, for patient safety reasons, the MHRA is advising that CFC-free Beclometasone Dipropionate inhalers are prescribed using the brand name of the intended inhaler.  The MHRA’s 2006 guidance on the prescribing of these products can be accessed online at: http://www.mhra.gov.uk/NewsCentre/Pressreleases/CON2024437 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me if it helps to discuss this. I would be grateful if you can keep me informed of the practice’s timescale for transferring patients to alternative products so that we can manage our stock accordingly.
Yours sincerely,
Name and signature of pharmacist
