July 2010


Clarification concerning administration of Ebixa® (memantine) 10mg/g, solution via the
dosing pump device

Lundbeck Ltd has recently had a number of enquiries from healthcare professionals concerning dosing of Ebixa via the new pump device, which was first introduced in April 2010, replacing the old dropper applicator.
It is important that the pump is operated correctly in order to administer the correct dose.

· On first use, the pump should be primed as per instruction on the SmPC and package leaflet (pressed 5 times and dispensed volume discarded). 

· In order to work correctly, the bottle should be placed on a flat, horizontal surface, for example a table top, and only used in a vertical position.
The recommended maintenance dose for moderate-severe Alzheimer’s disease, is 20mg memantine hydrochloride, once daily.

Using the pump dispenser, each activation of the pump (one complete downward stroke) delivers the equivalent of 5mg memantine hydrochloride. 

To achieve a titration from 5mg to 20mg once daily over four weeks 
(5, 10, 15 then 20mg), it is necessary to activate the pump as follows:

Week 1 (day 1-7): The patient should receive 1 activation of the pump (5mg)

Week 2 (day 8-14): The patient should receive 2 activations of the pump (10mg)

Week 3 (day 15-21): The patient should receive 3 activations of the pump (15mg)

From Week 4 on:  The patient should receive 4 activations of the pump (20mg)

Should prescriptions still be received from prescribers written as drops, please be aware of the following:  
20 drops from the old dropper applicator was equivalent to a dose of 10mg.  This is equivalent to 2 complete activations of the pump (see above).
The SmPC is attached for your reference.
For further information contact:

Lundbeck Medical Information, email: ukmedicalinformation@lundbeck.com

Tel: 01908 638972.

